
 

 

Tuesday 4th February 

Student Banking commences 

Wednesday 5th February 

Foundation testing—NO school  

for foundation students . 

Thursday 6th February 

All Local Excursion & ICT 

Notes due back 

Friday 7th February 

11.30 am House Captain voting 

Monday 10th February 

Inter School Sport money due 

Assembly 3.00pm in the Gym 

House Captains for 2020      

announced 

Tuesday 11th February 

Student Banking 

Wednesday 12th February 

Foundation testing—NO school  

for foundation students  

Thursday  13th  February 

Zooper Dooper Day 

Friday 14th February 

9.00 Parent Helpers Program 

9.10am I.S.S.— (R 1 Home) 

School of Good Shepherd 

Monday 17th Februay 

Monday 3rd February 2020 

Class Captains & Junior School 
Council Reps announced. 
56.30pm School Council  
Meeting 

 
EMAIL : westmeadows.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au WEBSITE westmeadows.vic.edu.au 

‘Around the Grounds’ 
WPS Newsletter 

A huge welcome to all of  our new children and their  
families. We are so excited that you have chosen 
Westmeadows Primary School. You have joined a 
team of amazing students, teachers and parents. 
 
We are all looking forward to another action packed  
and positive year. 

RESPECT * RESPONSIBILITY *  COOPERATION *  HONESTY * CARE & COMPASSION 

KEY DIARY DATES 



 

 

Welcome to 2020 
I am bursting with gratitude for so many people and for so many reasons. We all have enjoyed an extraordinary 
smooth start to the 2020 school year. I have loved catching up with the children and parents over the last week 
and I’m happy to report that all of our classes are settled and working hard. 

 
           Many thanks to Magdi and his team Mariam & Michelle for cleaning every centimetre            
           of the school to perfection. You will notice floors have been polished, windows  
           cleaned inside and out, chairs scrubbed, carpet steam cleaned and marks removed  
           from walls. Magdi even came back to re-do the windows after they were covered in  

                            red dust from the dust storm.  Magdi works tirelessly to ensure that Westmeadows  
                            Primary is spotless for students, teachers and parents. He truly is the greatest school  
                            cleaner in Victoria. 

 
           Garry Payne came in numerous times over the holidays to meet several different  
           trades’ folk who were completing projects and maintenance at the school. There were  
           quite a few 6.30am starts. As you walk around you will notice several improvements.  
           The gym floor has been polished, a new sandpit built for our Foundation students, new  

                           mulch placed under the playground equipment and damaged shade sails sent off for  repair.  
 
           Brian who is responsible for all of our maintenance also spent many hours at the school  
           working in the garden and fixing bits and pieces. I am sure you will agree the grounds  
           looked beautiful when you arrived. 
 
           I am also very grateful to Maree and Denise who came in several times to complete the  
           annual roll over of information and finances. There are numerous amounts of audits  
           and processes to complete. Our ES staff members Tracey, Jane, Annie, Rhonda, Anna,  
           Vicki and Marisa came in on the Friday prior to the long weekend and worked tirelessly             
           to set up resources and distribute equipment. 

 
           Our 2020 teachers are a fabulous team and you would have noticed all classrooms were  
           well organised and looked inviting on your child’s arrival into classrooms. Once again  
           this was made possible as teachers came in during their holidays to set up. Many have  
           spent hours and hours planning lessons and making resources for our Start UP program. 
          
           I am very grateful to TheirCare ~ Josephine and her team who operated a Holiday  
          Program at the school since early January. The large number of children attending  
          showed how valued and helpful this service is for many of our families. 
 

I could go on and on with my words of thanks. There is so much I am grateful for. Finally however, I would like 
to thank Amanda Mitchell for postponing the commencement of her leave so that I can go on a quick trip to   
Disneyland, Japan with my daughters. Amanda, Stephanie and Rachelle colluded together to organise my leave 
and tickets as a huge surprise. We are leaving on Wednesday morning. Whilst I am away I will be leaving the 
school in the very capable hands of Amanda Mitchell, Sarah Greig and the rest of the team. I will see you all on 
Monday, 17th February will loads of Disney stories. 
 
Wishing you all a happy and successful 2020. 
 
I am so grateful and honoured to be your Principal, 
Jane Donaldson 

 Mr’s D’s Diary 



 

 

Some 2020 Facts 
We have 495 students enrolled at Westmeadows Primary. 
The school is turning 150 years old this year. 
We will be having a whole school concert at Broadmeadows Town Hall. 
We will be holding an Art Show during our Celebration Week. 
Our School will have its Review this year. 
The school operates five specialist classes – Science, Performing Arts, Visual Arts, Physical  
Education, LOTE ~ Italian. 
Our School Wide Positive Behaviour team will be running a WOMINJEKA Wellbeing Festival in  
Week 9, Term One. 

Please read the following information. If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact the 
office. 
 
Attendance 
It is every parent/guardian’s responsibility to report a child’s absence to the school by 8.45am on or before the 
day of absence. There are two ways to report the absence.  
                                         1. Via Skoolbag app 
                                         2. By calling the school on 9309 4350 
Please keep the Attendance Flowchart (attached to this newsletter) handy. The Education Department is ex-
pecting every unexplained absence to be followed up and reported on. 
 
Arrive On Time for School - PLEASE 
Our official school day commences at 9am when the bell rings. If your child arrives after the bell, he/she needs 
to go to the office to collect a late pass. Please remember that our classrooms are open from 8.50am so that 
children can hang up their bags and get their items ready for the day. 
 
Arrival Times for Children 
Would you please be aware that Westmeadows Primary School provides supervision for children from 8.45am 
until 3.45pm.  Whilst many staff are at school outside of these times they are not on duty nor are they  
responsible to supervise children. Outside of these times children will need to be placed in Out of School Hours 
Care. 
 
Coronavirus Update 

As you are aware, the situation regarding the emerging outbreak of novel coronavirus has continued to evolve. 

The current recommendation is that parents/guardians/carers should ensure that any student returning from 

mainland China (not including Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan) who was in mainland China on or after  

1 February 2020 is isolated at home and should not attend school until 14 days after they were last in  

 mainland China. 

 

This recommendation does not apply retrospectively. It applies only to students who were in mainland China 

on or after 1 February 2020. 

 

The existing advice remains that parents/guardians/carers of students should ensure that any student is isolat-

ed at home and should not attend school for 14 days: 
 following exposure to any confirmed novel coronavirus case; or 
after leaving Hubei Province. 
Please refer to the following website for the most up to date information: 
https://education.govcms.gov.au/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov 

https://education.govcms.gov.au/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov


 

 

Annual Privacy Reminder 
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school 
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. 

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our website 
www.westmeadows.vic.edu.au. 

For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents. This information 
also available in nine community languages. 

Anaphylaxis Advice 

Anaphylaxis is a severe, rapidly progressing allergic reaction that is potentially life threatening. The most   
common allergens in school aged children are peanuts, eggs, tree nuts (e.g. cashews), cow’s milk, fish and 
shellfish, wheat, soy, sesame, latex, certain insect stings and medication. The key to prevention of anaphylaxis 
at Westmeadows Primary School is knowledge of those students who have been diagnosed at risk, awareness 
of triggers (allergens), and prevention of exposure to these triggers.  
Partnerships between Westmeadows Primary School and parents are important in ensuring that certain foods 
or items are kept away from the student while at school. Department of Education and Early Childhood       
Development advice on the banning of food or other products is not recommended due to the possibility of 
encouraging complacency among staff and students, the presence of hidden allergens and the difficulty of 
monitoring and enforcing a ban.  
At Westmeadows Primary School the focus will be placed on raising awareness of the risks associated with 
anaphylaxis, and to implement practical, age-appropriate strategies to minimize exposure to known allergens. 

Mobile Phones 

In accordance with the Department’s Mobile Phone policy all devices with internet capability must be signed 
into the office upon the student’s arrival at school. Devices can be collected at the end of the day from the 
office. 

Medications at School 

In accordance with guidance from the Department of Education and Training, analgesics, including               
paracetamol and aspirin, will not be stored at school or provided as a standard first aid treatment. This is    
because they can mask signs of serious illness or injury.  
This means that Westmeadows Primary School will no longer keep a supply of Panadol (or the like) at school. 
If a child is complaining of a severe headache or pain, the parent/guardian will be contacted to come and    
collect the child from school. If a parent wants the child to be given any medication at school - a Medication 
Form must be completed and the medication provided. The parent is required to inform the child’s teacher if 
medication needs to be given. 
 

Traffic Around Westmeadows Primary School 
There are 495 very important reasons why you need to be patient, courteous and must follow all road rules 
and signs around the school –  
                         THE WESTMEADOWS PRIMARY SCHOOL CHILDREN 
May I encourage you to walk to and from school with your children or if they are older you may want to     
provide them with this independence. I have been told that back in the 1950’s when the school was eighty 
years old – children would walk 10 kilometres to get to school. Imagine that? 
 

Assembly 
We welcome parents and friends to our Weekly Assembly held on Monday afternoons at 3pm. Our Assembly 

is run by our student leaders. It is a great opportunity for you to hear about what is happening in the school. 

Our senior students will bring chairs to the gym for our visitors to use. These will be placed at the sides of the 

gym for you. In the case of wet weather or hot weather, Assembly will be held over the loud speaker and   

children will remain in their classroom. A Skoolbag app will be sent out to notify parents. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
http://www.westmeadows.vic.edu.au
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx


 

 

CURRICULUM DAYS 

 

Friday 22 September 

Monday 9 October 

 

These Days are curriculum days set 

aside for staff training. 

These are student free days. 

Term 4 begins for students on 

Tuesday 10 October. 
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Grade/Classroom Staff member 

0A MARISA PAYNE 

0B PAULA GILPIN 

0C GEORGINA GALLUCCI 

0D MICHELLE FREE 

1E ROSIE LUCEY 

1F TORI HOUSTON 

1G MADDISON TRIMBLE 

2H KRISTINA LOVEKIN 

2I STEVE PASLAWSKYJ  

2J JESSICA JOHNSON 

3/4K KRISTY MONTALTO 

3/4L MADDIE HALE 

3/4M BRIDGET SMITH 

3/4N BREE BRETAG 

3/4O AIMEE CLEMENTS 

5/6P MICHELLE ALLAN 

5/6Q RHYS GRIFFIN 

5/6R NICOLE RIGBY 

5/6S GEORGINA WILLIAMS 

5/6T LUKE O’ SULLIVAN 

PE TRAVIS JORGENSEN 

PERFORMING ARTS & SCIENCE CHRISTINE COCKLIN 

PERFORMING ARTS & SUPPORT DIANE CUMMINGS 

ART D”ARNE SMITH 

SCIENCE BREE ARTUSO 

LOTE MARIA CUDA 

READ/ NTERVENTION & FIRST AID VICKI PSALTIS 

LIBRARY & OFFICE ASST MARISA PETERSEN 

PRINCIPAL JANE DONALDSON 

ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL SARAH GREIG 

FACILITIES GARRY PAYNE 

WELLBEING KATE RUST 

BUSINESS MANAGER DENISE ZALEWSKI 

ADMINISTRATION MAREE NAISMITH 

IT TECHNICIAN STEWART BENNELL 

CANTEEN MANAGER MICHELLE BETROS 

CLEANER MAKDI ZAKI 

OPENING OF SCHOOL CATHERINE COWEN 

SCHOOL STRUCTURE  
FOR 2020 
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STUDENT BANKING 
Tuesday 4th February  
 Kayelene Carney & John Stavrinidis 
Tuesday 11th February 
Abbey Tudhope and Lorraine James 
Tuesday 18th February 
Angela Bouas 
 
To continue with our student banking we need 3 more parents who can  
assist on a Tuesday morning,  once a month,.  Please leave your  name at 
the office, it is not hard and we will assist you with the process to start 

CANTEEN ROSTER 
Wednesday 5th February 
Sheridan Morris 
 
Friday 7th February 
Chariana Holmes & Melinda Phillips 
 
Monday 10th February 
Rachel Pardo 
 
Wednesday 12th February 
Malissa Aldridge 
 
Friday 14th February 
Sonia Bonadio & Camille Rodgers 

ZOOPER DOOPER DAY 
With the warm weather coming up, the Parent Association have once again  
organised the sale of “ZOOPER DOOPERS” on Thursdays  
(non Canteen days) for Term 1.  It is the parents’ choice if you wish  your child 
to participate. 
This special treat will be available at lunch recess (via the canteen window) for 
50c.  Any funds raised will help meet the cost of materials / equipment for the 
school’s lunchtime activities. 
The Parent Association are looking for assistance on these days.  If you can  
assist for approx. 1 hour can you complete the form below and return to the 
office. 
ZOOPER DOOPER DAYS  
Thursday 13th  February 
Thursday 20th  February  
Thursday 27th February   
Thursday 5th March 
Thursday 12th March  

SICK BAY 
CALL FOR PARENTS TO  
ASSIST WITH WASHING SHEETS 
ONCE A WEEK ON A FRIDAY . 
 
CAN YOU PLEASE RING THE 
OFFICE IF YOU CAN HELP SO 
WE CAN SET UP A ROSTER. 

WPS5 WINNERS 
 
Amelia S  (0A) - Respect & Co-operation 
 
Claire H—(3/4L)—Responsibility 
 
Jacinta  (2H) - Responsibility 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


